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Thank you Mr. Chairman and members of the committeefor the opportunity to appear today. My nameis
Ron Thornburgh; | am the Kansas Secretary of State and President-el ect of the National Association of
Secretariesof State. It isan honor to appear beforeyou and discussthe need for electionreformin
America

Following last November’ s el ection the nation was qui ck to appoint dozens of select commissions, blue
ribbon panelsand task forcesto change our American system of elections. InKansasweinvited our

€l ection reform commissionersto ameeting at the capitol. We had the benefit of congressmen and women,
journalists, law school deans and professors—and the United States Supreme Court decision. And our
conclusion wasthat the systemworks.

So today, beforethisbody, | urge caution. Our system did providefor the orderly transfer of power
contemplated by our Congtitution. The November € ection may not have been pretty, and theresults may
not have come quickly, but quick fixesand convenience are not the measure of democracy.

Even though the system worked, America s confidencein our system has been shaken. More speeches,
commissions, and blueribbon panelswill not restore confidence. Simply plugginginafew new machines
around the country will not restore confidence.

We haveto take thisopportunity to fundamentally improve our electoral system. From the courthouseto
theWhite House, now isthetimeto act. Thethreemost critical areasin need of reform are equal protec-
tion, uniformvoluntary standards, and voter registration.



Equal Protection

We must ensurethat every American has absol ute and unobstructed accessto the voting process. Fromthe
timeof registration through thefinal recount and contest of an el ection, wemust provide equal treatment for
dl.

The Supreme Court has said we must adopt adequate statewide standardsfor determining what isalegal
vote, and practicable proceduresto implement them. The court also mandatesan opportunity for orderly
judicial review of any disputed mattersthat might arise during the process. You and | done, no matter how
laudable our motives, cannot sitin our officesand draft standards. Theremust be discussion, debate, and
court review.

Uniform Voluntary Sandards

Americaneedsuniform voluntary standardsfor our voting equipment, technol ogies, and processes.
Americadoesnot need the sameballot or voting machinein every precinct.

State and local governments must continueto bein charge of the el ection process. Just asour Electord
College systemreflectsthat individual states- as corporate bodies—areimportant, so should any reformwe
adopt respect theindividua conduct of electionswithintheir borders. Inour federa system, statescount.

New technology isnecessary in many areas of the country, but understand:

«  What worksfor LosAngeles, Californiacertainly won't work for Leoti, Kansas. Thisisnota
pleato place new technology in every polling placeinAmerica. AsSenator Nancy Kassebaum
Baker told merecently, “ Thepencil onastringworksvery well in Burdick, Kansas, Ron.

Don't changeit.”

« Mosttechnology in usetoday isexceedingly accurate and secure. .. aslong asthevotersfollow
therules. When every voter clearly marksthebox, completely darkenstheoval, or even
completely didodgesthe chad, the vote counting systemsin usetoday work very well. Our job,
aselection administrators, isto ing st upon the devel opment and use of vote-counting systemsto
determinetruevoter intent.

+  Fundingfor issuesother than new technology iscritical. However, thehard redlity isstateand
local governments need help funding the best systemsto ensure safe, secureand accurate
elections. All too often county government hashad to facethe difficult choiceof replacing
crumbling roadsand bridges, or trying to squeeze ancther e ection out of an antiquated system.
Also, with the recent Supreme Court decision regarding equa protection, weknow we must
provide better and moretraining for voters, poll workers, and canvassing boardsto ensure
logical, uniformand equal enforcement of eectionlaw.



Aswith all issuesinwhichtechnology playsanimportant role, peoplestill play amoreimportant role.

Perhapsthat iswhy, with al thetalk about voting equi pment, imperfect ball ot formsand hanging chads, the
American publicin general wasmore outraged by the effectsof exit polling and of newsmedia sprema-
turely predicting winners- activitiesclearly controlled, by humanjudgment.

We must focus on the objective of our reform efforts. | say our objective must beto ensurethat every
American has absol ute and unobstructed accessto the voting process.

| suggest that the Supreme Court agreeswith those who sharethisview. Let usrecognizethat thereisno
accesstothevoting processif acitizen:

encountersconfusing voting procedures,

ishanded apoorly worded or formatted ballot;

must use unproven egquipment or technol ogy;

isgiven bad predictionsor apparent resultsbeforethe electionisover any placein our country;
because of any barrier, physical or otherwise, cannot negotiate the procedure; and finally
castsavote, theintention of which must be divined by speculation or supposition.

Whilecreating standards, | urge everyoneinvolved to dismantleany barrier to thevoting process, not just
theultimate barrier when thevoter’sintention iswrongly determined.

Theseissues can only beaddressed with along-term commitment to resol ving our problemsand rebuilding
the public confidencein our system. Confidence cannot bewon with afew studiesand position papers.
TheAmerican voter will only beassured of the ability of our system and the value of our democracy when
they know their vote cast at the polling placeisaccurately reflected inthefinal tabulation.

\oter Registration

We must do everything we can to ensure our voter registration records are accurate, compl ete, and up-to-
date. With some countiesrecording greater than 100% of their voting popul ation asregistered voters, how
canwe have confidencein our records? When an el ection official knowsapotential voter doesnot live
where our records show, yet we cannot adjust the records, how can we have confidencein our records?

Better maintenance of our voting recordswill do much to protect theintegrity of our electoral process. Until
we can guarantee every nameonthelistisaccurate, we havework to do. Stateandloca governments
need the ability to keep our voting listsclean. Current law, in many cases, prevents such basic measures of
protection.

Congress must fully fund section 8 (h) of the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 allowing first
class handling of official election mail at thethird classrate. Thissimple
act, saving millionsof dollarsnationwide, will aso providethe opportunity to cleanup badly outdated voter
registrationrecords.

In our next el ection, Americamust be assured we have done everything possible to address the problems of
our last eection cycle. Federa, stateand local governmentswant to providethe best voting systemsin the
world.



AsPresident-elect of the National Association of Secretariesof State, |et me state, we know what problems
exists, we know theissues, and we want to work with you to beapart of the solution.

| find it amazing today, thirty-six yearsafter the passage of the Voting RightsAct, weare still debating how
to provide every American equal accessto our most preciousright. Thistimeitisuptoyouand meto get it
right.

We havethe chanceto provideequal protectionfor al voters.

We havethe chanceto create uniform voluntary standardsfor voting.

We havethe chanceto improvethereliability of voter registration records.

We havetheduty to restoreAmerica’ s confidence.



